Whole new world

'Peg ringette players off to Sweden, Finland
	By Jim Bender, SUN MEDIA
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Ringette players from the Winnipeg Selects (clockwise from bottom left) Charla Anderson, Lexi Myers, Lindsay Coley, Hailey Demetrioff, Abby Ushakas, Danica Broza, Kelsey Bertouille and Melissa Broza will be playing in Scandavia over the holidays. (BRIAN DONOGH/SUN MEDIA)


For these youngsters, it should be the opportunity of a ringette lifetime. 

A dozen young ringette players, aged 12-15, have banded together to travel to Sweden and Finland to compete against teams there, Dec. 27-Jan. 5. 

"I think it's crazy," bubbled Abby Ushakas, one of the chosen 12. "I remember my mom mentioned it a long time ago that we might go. Then, she said we were going and I was like, 'Oh my God!' That's pretty cool." 

Like her Winnipeg Select teammates, Ushakas, 15, has never been overseas. 
	


It should open a whole new ringette world to them. 

"As soon as I was asked to play, I thought it would be really exciting to go to a foreign country to play," said Erin Sarahs, 15, who plays for Magic Junior AA. "I'm not really too sure what's going to happen on the trip but it will make me more well-known."
"We're going to get jackets and sweaters with the logo on the hoods and jackets with 'Winnipeg Selects' on them. It's going to be exciting," said Ushakas, who regularly plays for Kirkfield Westwood Junior A.   

The excursion was set up through the Canadian Embassy in Finland. The Selects will spend eight days touring through both Sweden and Finland, learning about the culture of each country, and playing against teams at the same age and skill level. 

"It's to expose them to different ways the game is played and for the opportunity to make contacts in the sport," said coach Greg Broza, who has assembled the squad from several Junior A/AA teams. "It is for development of the sport and education." 

The majority of the girls are either 14 or 15. Broza's daughter, Melissa -- who plays for Gateway -- is the youngest at 12. Broza's daughter, Danica, 14, is also making the trip. 

"It's going to be really interesting to see how Finland is different than we are here," said Danica, who plays for the North Kildonan Cobra Junior A, the club team that Broza coaches. "It will give us a better appreciation for the game and we can see how far we can go at the international level." 

Hailey Demetrioff, who also plays for the Cobras, is looking forward to playing with friends who are now playing with different ringette teams here. 

"It will be a great experience to go to Finland and play our favourite sport with friends," she said. "I hope to play this sport for the rest of my life. I like ringette better than hockey because it's more of a team sport." 

Although the players were selected from different squads, this is not an all-star team. 

"The criteria was to get the players at the right age and skill level, and get people who could commit to the trip and to the fundraising," said Broza, adding that the trip has been planned since April. "We had to go through a lot of people to find out who wanted to do it." 

The Selects do not play games and rarely even practise together as the players play for their club teams. 

The other girls making the trip are: Charla Anderson, Kelsey Bertouille and Lindsay Coley(Cobras), Jordyn Bain and goalie Katie Tabar (Magic), and Lexi Myers and Becky Sutherland (Kirkfield Westwood). 
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